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Ideology of Mahatma Gandhi
Dr. Dayaram D. Maske
M.A. Public Administration, SET, NET” and Ph. D. Head, Department of Public
Administration Adarsh College, Hingoli

I worship God as Truth only. I have not Sfound Him,
' ] J1or Him...as long as 1 have not

I'ruth, so long must 1 hold
By the relative truth as I have conceived it. That relative

Truth must meanwhile be my beacon, my shield. . y
M. K. Gandhi, An Autobiography, p.

thi i “nown as Mahatma Gandhi in the world. He born on

_odwctober 1869 ¢ Lie killed by NathuramGodse on 30 January 1948 at Delhi.

He is anlndian lawyer, politician, social activist, writer and editor who became the leader of the

nationalist movement against the British rule of India. As such, he came to be considered the father of
nation.Mr. Mahatma Gandhiis internationally esteemed for his doctrine of nonviolent
protest ( Sutvagraha) to achieve political and social progress.

Introduction:-
Besides being the greatest 'eader of 20‘hcentury, Mahatma Gandhi was a good author of

several books. He was editor of a newspaper called Harijan in Gujarati, Hindi and English. Indian
Opinion while in South Africa and Young India, in English, and Navajivan, a Gujarati monthly, on his
return to India. In addition, he wrote many letters almost every day to individuals and newspapers.
Mahatma Gandhi's Autobiography is one book which guides people to what is right and wrong? Most
importantly, the author should have experienced all these. The original was in Gujarati, and was later
translated into English and other Indian languages. The book is in five parts, beginning with his birth,
up until the year 1921. In the last chapter he writes, "My life from this point onward has been so
public that there is hardly anything about it that people do not know..." The introduction reads, "What
I want to achieve - what I have been striving and pining to achieve these thirty years - is self-
realization, to see God face to face, to attain Moksha. I live and move and have my being in pursuit of
this goal." This is the core content of Mahatma Gandhi’s ideology. He also wrote extensively on
vegetarianism, diet and health, rural reforms, Gita, religion, social reforms, etc. Mr. Gandhi usually
wrote in Gujarati, though he also revised the Hindi and English translations of his books.Gandhiji
wrote seven books and translated the Bhagvad Gita into Gujarati. These eight constitute the key texts
of Gandhiji. Gandhi’s complete works were published by the government of India under the name
“The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi” in the 1960s.
Ideology of Mahatma Gandhi

The term *Satyagraha’ is a combination of two Sanskrit words, ‘Satya’ meaning ‘Truth’ and
‘.Ag'raha’ meaning ‘defcrmir_lcd ?llrsuil' or ‘holding on to truth’, The word therefore, literally means,
‘insistence ?n tnflh’. Gandhi dclmc?s Sjalyugmlm as “a relentless search for truth and a determination to
reach truth’’ .It is based on thc‘pr'mcu)lc of love and believes in ‘love for all’ and ‘suffer for all’. It
excludes the use of any fom} of violence sh?cc it is based on the philosophy that man does not know
the absolute truth and thf:relorc'. cannot pu'nlsh anyone. There are three things of great importance in
Satyagraha. These are Satya (Truth), Ahimsa (Non-Violence) and Tapas (Self-suffering). Lets us
briefly examine them one by one:
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/l—)' Truth:

Satyagrahazas a movement was intended to replace methods of violence and was based
entirely upon truth.” For Gandhi truth and politics are integrally related to each other. He said: Some
friends have told me that, "truth and non-violence have no place in politics and worldly affairs”. I do
not agree. I have no use for them as a means of individual salvation. Their introduction and
application in everyday life has been my experiment all along.? In other words, Gandhi’s Satyagraha
s an experiment to bring truth and non-violence into political conduct and to merge and unite them
together. Satyagraha for Gandhi is the adherence to Truth and Truth for Gandhi means God. For him,
«Truth alone is eternal, everything else is momentary.’* He believed that everybne should search for
Truth according to his lights and in this search for Truth he should always open himself to correction.
He considered that one should seek to find truth though to find absolute truth is not possible for man.
Ahimsa forms this means to seek truth and for him, both the means and the end are united to one
another in a way as seed and tree are integrally related. In his concept of Satyagraha nonviolence is

very important. He considers that ‘while truth is the goal, ahimsa or non-violence becomes the
necessary and only means of realizing it*>
2) Ahimsa (Non-Violence)

"Gandhi constantly highlighted the gap between what we do, and what we are capable of
doing. On this International Day, I urge each and every one of us to do everything in our power to
bridge this divide as we strive to build a better future for all."6 — UN Secretary-General
AnténioGuterres. Non-Violence is everywhere. It is in moral politics, ethical practice, communal
harmony and helping hands. We should imagine and work. Buddhism, jananisim and humanism is
mostly reflected in Mahatma Gandhi’s Ideology. Non-violence doesn't just mean not doing violence;
it's also a way of taking positive action to resist oppression or bring about change. The aim of non-
violent conflict is to convert your opponent; to win over their mind and heart and persuade them that
your point of view is right. An important element is often to make sure that the opponent is given a
face-saving way of changing their mind. Non-violent protest seeks a 'win-win' solution whenever
possible.

In non-violent conflict the participant does not want to make their opponent suffer; instead
they show that they are willing to suffer themselves in order to bring about change.Non-violence has
great appeal because it removes the illogicality of trying to make the world a less violent and more
just place by using violence as a tool. Among the techniques of non-violent protest are:’

Peaceful demonstrations
Sit-ins
Picketing
Holding vigils
Fasting and hunger strikes
Strikes
Blockades
Civil disobedience
3) Tapas (Self-suffering)

Our Path to Peace has brought us to the third of the Niyama: Tapas.Tapas is one of the more
difficult of the Yama and Niyama to translate into one word. It’s not just self-discipline or passion. It
can also be tolerance, change, transformation, effort, and catharsis.Tapas not only addresses self-
discipline and character building, it is also about what happens to us when we suffer. When we
experience loss or tragedy. The things that happen to us in life that offer an opportunity for
transformation, the times when we are humbled and amazed at our own strength all at once.

Carefully watch your thoughts, for they become your words. Manage and watch your words,
for they will become your actions. Consider and judge your actions, for they have become your habits.

Y V V V
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‘ e nd embrace
i alues. Understand a
Acknowledge and watch your habits, for they shall become your Vi

your values, for they become your destiny.
Conclusion:- ;

To the Indian people. Gandhi gave a nation. To the world, he gave sa't)l/a'glraclz;znﬂl;:guci:)l:ll}:ltze
most revolutionary idea of a long and ravaged century. He showed that po{m(clzd o a[icadincs te
affected by renouncing violence; that unjust laws could be defied pcac?:full)' an 'W' ire. H (.ls :
accept punishment; that "soul-force,” as much as armed force, could bring do‘.)vn o (‘;";]p'rtc' f?t .:e:”
this lesson from his readings of the Bible and Tolstoy and the Bhagavad-Gita, and ¢ al;(gl ‘ ]'] 0
Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela, and ‘countless other political protestors w'ho V.VOIU 0' ow
his example in the years to come. In some sense, Gandhi's greatest achievem.eﬂt ol .m h?s egacy], for
his ideals, and the example he provided in living them out, inspired, and continue to inspire, people of
all nations to take up the peaceful struggle for freedom from oppression.

References:-

1) Misra, R.P., Ahimsa: The Way to Peace,
Panarda, Concept Publishing Company, New Delhi), p.141. .

2) Ray. B.N., Gandhigiri: Satyagraha After Hundred Years, ( Kaveri Books, New Delhi, 2008)
p- 65

3) Appadorai, A., Indian Political Thinking:
p- 66

4) Misra, R.P., op.cit., p.82

S) Ibid., p. 142.

6) https://www.un.org/en/events/nonviolenceday/

7) http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethic_s/war/against/nonviolence.shtml

(ed., by Jonathan K. Crone and Jordi Augustic-

Through the Ages, (Khama Publishers New Delhi),

152 Website — www.aadharsocial.com Email - aadharsocial @ om il
s ail.com.

October,202¢



